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% mu HUltam Pumer f otter, VSLQ. 

It is our painful duty to announce the death of Hon. 
William Plumer Potter, LL.D., a Justice of the Su- 
preme Court of Pennsylvania and Councillor of the 
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which took place 
on April 24, 1918, at Swarthmore, Penna. He was 
elected a member of the Society, February 24, 1903, 
and Councillor, November 26, 1906. 

Justice Potter was born in Iowa, April 27, 1857, and 
was graduated from Lafayette College in 1880. His 
alma mater, in 1907, conferred the degree of Doctor of 
Laws on him, and in 1911, Swarthmore College con- 
ferred the same degree. He was admitted to the Iowa 
bar in 1880, and three years later removed to Pitts- 
burgh, Penna., where he continued to practice, being 
recognized as one of our leading corporation lawyers, 
until his appointment in September of 1900, as a Jus- 
tice of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. As a 
lawyer he was hardworking and painstaking. He pre- 
pared his cases with study and care, and was just and 
upright with his clients, with the Court, and his fellow 
lawyers. When he became a Justice of the Supreme 
Court, he brought to it a broad experience and prac- 
tical knowledge of a wide range of subjects, which well 
qualified him for his position. He took great pains in 
the examination of precedents; and his opinions are 
models of conciseness and direct statement. He was 
not bound by prejudices, his purpose being to decide 
justly. He never stretched the law to please a locality, 
a faction, or any organization. He believed in the 
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growth of the law, or necessary change in it, to fit 
changed conditions, and he laid down many new rules 
in our state, that became precedents in other states. 

As a Councillor of the Historical Society he took a 
deep and most intelligent interest in everything that 
related to its welfare. His personal character was 
most admirable, and in all the relations of life he was 
truly a model man. By his death the Society, the Su- 
preme Court and the Commonwealth sustain a most 
grievous loss. 



